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Unlike other living things, throughout human lifetimes, almost every person is consciously or unconsciously horrified and terrorized by the inner thought of being permanently extinguished by his or her own inevitable “personal death,” 
To cope with this “worm in the apple,” almost all of us create or adopt many ways to feel included or connected in death-transcending families, fraternities, culture-groups, “eternal” nations, salvationary religious communities, political parties, ideologies, city and university sports teams, military services and other symbolic social projects in which people hope to live on after their own natural personal bodies and minds are deceased. 
Our symbolic “immortality parachutes” may provide most of us with some life-long emotional comforts and expectations of wishful spiritual “victory” over our own inescapable personal biological mortality. (Read Ernest Becker, “Denial of Death” and “Escape from Evil.”)
Because deeply repressed death-anxiety haunts us lifelong, most people create emotional defense-shelters like bonding together in authoritarian, dogmatic, disciplined, and collective surrender to the commandments of a protective, but awesomely terrifying super-natural Salvation God.
For example, the Arabic word “Islam” means “total surrender to Allah.”
Likewise, Reformed denominations of Protestants are expected to surrender to the theological belief that each person’s miraculous redemption from sin and “death” exists exclusively and entirely in the power of God.  (St. Augustine, Martin Luther, Jean Calvin and John Knox) 
To resurrect the dead and take them to eternal Heaven or Paradise, God must be more powerful than “death.” And so, in monotheistic salvation faiths, God is imagined, described and accepted as “all-powerful.” 
The power of the Heavenly Father is also undivided. He has no internal countervailing “Checks and Balances” like the three “separate” and independent branches of government described in the Constitution established in 1789 by the Fathers of our Federal Government, (our legislative, executive, and judiciary branches). 
For most monotheistic believers, the authority of the Omnipotent Father is not like the gender-equal, non-patriarchal, shared power of the families, groups and governments of most modern democratic societies. God’s authority is also not separated or divided like that of citizens or states. 
Even though modern earthly power for our fellow Americans exists in very different paradigms than the cosmic power in Heaven, it remains in deep emotional ways very subordinate to the Almighty because “resurrection” and “immortality” are still infinitely more important to the wishful immortality yearnings of the true believers than everything else in their other professed beliefs, values, and emotional “death-horror defense-mechanisms.” 
For true salvation-believers, the emotionally deep and desperate preeminent “craving” to escape the thought of the annihilation of personal mortality trumps all other values and mundane interests. 
Eternal life is not left to be attained from any democratic institutions or self-improvement programs. Indeed, desperately wishful “escape from death” cannot be granted by any humans. Each supernatural salvation-miracle is forever the exclusive totalitarian monopoly-power of the Heavenly Father.
In the universal human dramas of sacred escape from “death,” the valiant professional and heroic attainments, conquests, and famous deeds are mere psychological symptoms of a desperate need for reassurance of personal salvation from “death.” This is the meaning of all cultures or individuals that block out sober recognition of the delusional emotional dynamics of their fear-generated dreams.

                                        The Omnipotent Commander in Chief                

But recently here in the USA, since the awesome psyche-shattering “Nine-Eleven Event,” the infinite differences between God’s power and the constitutionally limited powers of our American President and Congress have become very confused. The President has been speaking and acting as if he is in many new ways like a god. He claims his commanding “wartime powers” must be legally “above” most major traditional constitutional restraints. 
Millions of our citizens have accepted, praised and even re-elected our unrestrained Imperial President. They see him, or at least pretend to trust him as our patriarchal protector from “evil” enemies outside and within our nation.  Among those who have spoken against his unprecedented powers are thousands of our fellow citizens who have been put on secret “intelligence lists” for being deemed by suspicious beliefs or connections to be possible dangers to “national security.”
The fact that opinion polls register great dissatisfaction with the President’s job performance has not deterred him from getting Congress and the Supreme Court to grant him or allow him many new and unchecked legal powers that “trump” the checks and balances system that prevailed in the past. 
Instead of a federal government of “checks and balances,” we now have the growth of a “unitary-powered” and ominously dictatorial President who has used alleged “dangers” of “terrorism” and “insurgency” to persuade Congress to vote for an unprecedented endowment of absolute “legal” dictatorial authority to the president during times of “national emergency.” And “national emergency” is the situation that the President and his staff claim we have been in since Nine-Eleven and may be in indefinitely.
(Read Takeover, by Charlie Savage, or read the Patriot Acts of 2001 and 2006 and the Military Commissions Act of October, 2006).

The expanded earthly power of our “Commander in Chief” has also greatly stimulated America’s traditional moralistic and holy crusade to attain military dominion over the entire globe. We now have more than 750 foreign bases in 130-150 nations (The location and number of secret U.S. bases are not publicized by the Pentagon). 
The U.S. Air Force has been allocated tens of billions for its new technological programs to attain total and exclusive American military dominance over “outer space.” 
(William J. Astore, “The Air Force above All: Dominating the Air, Space, and Cyberspace,” TomDispatch.com 06 May 2008).
(Dr. Helen Caldicott and Craig Eeisendrath, War in Heaven: The Arms Race in Outer Space,” 2007)
As Americans painfully suffer severe inflation and sacrifice to maintain two protracted, remote, and vividly bloody genocidal wars that have generated a rapidly collapsing domestic national economy, we must fear that wartime media-images, anxieties and terrors can set off mass-psychological disturbances like those during our 1960’s Vietnam genocide. 
As we become more polarized nationally “for and against” these unnecessary imperialist wars, as we wait for possibly greater 9/11 retaliations on our open cities, we fear semi-consciously that it may at any time be our turn to be “shock and awed” like the people of Baghdad, Fallujah, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, My Lai, or Wounded Knee.

With our sensationalistic mass media focusing nightly on horrifying images and subjects like suicide bombings, bloody body scenes, incarceration, torture investigations, terrorist attacks, and aerial assaults we have a nationwide cultural atmosphere that might frighten and intimidate even the most affluent, emotionally stable, or traditionally tolerant of national populations. 
The salience of unexpected and violent “death” on the mass media and a vague awareness of loss of citizen’s constitutional rights and legal protections may silence or repress most public and private expressions of anti-war criticism, civil disobedience and peaceful assembly like those that occurred during the Great Depression and the Vietnam War. Massive public dissent may gradually disappear as it did in totalitarian nations during and after WWI. 

Under the stress of all of these conditions, a deepening state of permanent “national pessimistic paranoia” may easily, even unintentionally, be fostered by our politically powerful complex of hundreds of thousands of profiteering defense contractors, their thousands of high-paid lobbyists, their national attitudes generated by oligopolistic mass-media facilitators and their massively bribed, institutionally corrupt, publicity-seeking, secretly campaign-financed government officials.    
Growing anger and frustration here at home is growing with the frustration that our remote offensive wars are becoming permanently stalemated by highly motivated and illusive non-governmental, heroic native Muslim-homeland-defenders (rhetorically degraded and misunderstood by myopic and gullible American as evil satanic “terrorist” aliens).

This confused frustrated brainwashed U.S. citizenry may stimulate fears and furies in millions of pro-war or pro-victory, pro-imperialist U.S. citizens. They are likely to target and attack as “traitors” our very well-informed, more empathetic and more civilized American anti-war activists.
The terrorist George Bush threat-slogan, “You are either with us or with the terrorists!” may lead the reckless and thoughtless “never surrender” half of the nation to violently “scapegoat” protestors who they believe are humiliating our sanctified nation by contributing to another Vietnam type defeat for what they have been converted to believe is our God-given national mission to hunt and destroy all the “evil” ones throughout the world.
The psychoanalytic cultural anthropology theories of Ernest Becker shed light on the dangerous emotional dynamics of unstable mass-pathologies of the “My Country Right or Wrong Robots”.  He devoted many pages in “Escape from Evil” explaining how and why “all wars are holy wars.”
Large mobs or armies in places around the planet adopt the same chant in many languages, “A people united can never be defeated!” Muslim crowds chant “God is great!” McCain boasts, “I will never surrender in Iraq.”
Both sides in protracted conflicts like Israelis vs. Palestinians or Americans vs. Muslims cannot accept that they may be defeated. As a mass they become pathologically “possessed” by their nationalist, religious or cultural “immortality parachutes.” Their moralistic death-denying immortality cravings motivate them, amply serve to justify all the mass devastation they create, and drive them to the tragic endings that they bring indiscriminately to both the innocent and the guilty.

Our educational institutions, our political discourse, our entertainment industries and our pro-imperialist mass media do not help our citizens to understand how our repressed emotions, especially the powerful fantasies and behaviors generated to protect us from the fear of personal death, can and do make us dangerously deluded, aggressive, domineering and culturally ultra-chauvinistic. (There is much more about these psycho-dynamics in the other articles on this website.)
The big historic “American Tragedy” of our time has been set in motion by our own leaders, educators, parents, and clergy who almost always cater to the delusions and fantasies of our largely ignorant “jock-headed” “citizen-majority.” If teachers and professors use their positions to present real pictures and analyses of the psycho-pathologies of our citizen-majorities, they are less likely to be retained or promoted and more likely to be branded and shunned as radical trouble makers. They will be blacklisted and career castrated by administrators. The same is true of media professionals.

For personal career security most of our opinion shapers deliberately avoid educating the uninformed majority of Americans in the dangers created by our profiteering “Shock and Awe” imperialism. They need to explain to our citizens that spending more on militarism every year than all of the other nations in the world combined and creating more wars than any other nation is bull-headed “Stupid Pride Riding for a big fall.” 
