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The most significant difference between religions and empirical sciences is the fact that the latter do not use invisible supernatural (imaginary) terrorizing threats of eternal torture as a forced epistemology, as a way of commanding the content and ritualizing of “knowledge” or belief.

In this “New American Century” the political base of every government includes heavily intimidating threats against strict empiricists. The big mass-audience TV debates are for super-naturalists only. Skeptics on religious beliefs are excluded as realistic candidates.
Strict empiricists do not dare to admit their own scientific epistemology in public. 

Far more terrifying is the fact that “knowledge” of “self “ is thereby politically and culturally “pre-scripted” as supernatural for all public leaders and public teachers, despite the specific prescriptions in the Constitution against that.

This has made “freedom” an Orwellian “deception-word” that no public figure and only a rare professional educator would ever acknowledge. 

The “self esteem” that great psychoanalysts like Alfred Adler, Otto Rank and Ernest Becker claimed was the foundation of mental health and personal integrity also thereby becomes a big lie.

And public figures must practice de facto “Denial of Honesty” to protect the careers on which their “self esteem” and social legitimacy is based.

Many intellectuals have had to use post-modernist “deconstruction” methodologies to discover just how corrupted the ideologies and terminologies of our nation and our species have become because the uneducated masses strongly prefer supernatural delusions to empirical realities.

In democracies the voter majorities want to hear only comforting and overly optimistic promises from their leaders. They reject the research and journalistic findings of accurate and realistic messengers as un-American, defeatist, and “negative. So the greatest imperialist nation in history expands its powerful global and destructive policies to more and more profitable and dangerously adventuristic geographic parameters.

The deep emotional charisma of the American conquest of the world is the desperate yearning for evidence of immortality reassurance that countless millions of loyal supporters of our sacrosanct historical national-imperialist mission as God’s “chosen people.” 
How intimidation of skeptics of supernatural salvation-beliefs shapes our global imperialism
One reason that highly educated critical-minded intellectuals are not “believers” is that super-natural beliefs are so obviously mortality-escape fantasies that, for most skeptics, it seems very risky, embarrassing "emotionally cruel" to challenge god-believers. 
Many scientific skeptics believe that most modern people are only pretending to believe in miracles and "God" because they are afraid that cultural vigilante “true” believers will resent them and punish them in some ways for undermining traditional religious “faith.”
Many God-fantasy promoters and pretenders show great anger, hostility and alarm when skeptics speak out or when critical pretenders raise major doctrine-doubts of any kind. 
When you publicly expose people’s sacred personal death-escaping belief-defenses, some of the pretenders will try to make sure you are fired, not recommended, not elected to office, or branded in any community as an ostracized "bigot" or devil-worshipper. 
So, like totalitarian-dogmatic Soviet Communism or Third Reich Nazism, stone-solid belief-communities maintain the sacrosanctity of their fantasies by systematic imposing intimidation-conformity on all mortality/divinity related issues.

In that way beliefs without evidence survive by intimidation of all who might criticize sanctified fantasies that cannot be supported by facts or reason.
Remember, when Soviet leader Gorbachev announced "glasnost" (meaning open publication and speech rights). It suddenly became patriotic to allow all criticism of political "ideolotry," And Russian Communism suddenly became a very small political old age home for senile Stalinists.
The emotional entrapment of political, religious and nationalistic cultural majorities by terroristic intimidation is the operational reality that only a minority of argumentatively powerful intellects can usually resist because they alone are life-mission committed to exposing bogus ideas. Only they are devotees of an ever-open-minded, to-their-deaths commitment to fearless “Truth-Search Living.” 
Patriotism is “sacred” like salvation religions. For recent American examples of exceptions to the rule, Ron Paul and Ralph Nader are the only nationally known presidential candidates who always tell our citizens publicly that it is dangerous madness to be voting for leaders that are competing to be the most militantly and blindly committed to sending our military around the world to solve the many problems that the natives in most foreign nations want to solve on their own without American troops taking them over! 
Those who have read Ernest Becker’s "Escape from Evil" realize that the wishful fantasy of an eternal after-life, whether religious, communist, or nationalist, is most dangerous because masses of desperately salvation-craving make-believers frequently create unnecessary, non-defensive foreign military crusades and illusionary “belief-confirming” wars that are not rational, not empirical, not pragmatic, not at all likely to succeed, not legal, and not protecting, but devastating to our economy and the earth’s already fragile and devastated environmental-system.
To prove that its dogmas and promises are not make-believe, the True Believer "eternal life" "fantasy-project" imagines, builds, fuels, “self-sacrifices,” obeys and drives evangelist/neo-conservative obsessions like Americanizing, democratizing, Christianizing, free-marketizing, indoctrinating, conquering, controlling, and reorganizing the entire world. 
Ernest Becker's theories can help us to diagnose our nation’s escalating apocalyptic madness by connecting the dots of "death-escape" theology, the misnamed Manichean (Life is a long war of Good vs. Evil.) "War on Terror", and the sacred, trillion dollar, militaristic Federal Government’s global-control projects.
Becker’s emotional diagnostics explains the real Lake of Fire that our entire government (not just Bush) has been igniting and spreading like a Santa Ana wind across West Asia. We could call it death-fright-salvationist pyromania.
What the apocalyptic half of our citizens desperately crave for God to do they are doing themselves by occupying, evangelizing, and burning select nations or, eventually, most of the world.
We must explain to our permanent-war-supporting citizens that the main danger is not the wishful primitive religious "beliefs" themselves, but the addictiveness of terrifying emotional “mass-testamentarian" efforts to make super-natural salvation fantasies seem moralistically and globally "real." 

This sacred mortality-escape madness and the selfish power and wealth addictions of the campaign-finance corrupted, opportunistic and massively profiteering federal officials and corporate war-contractors have become the dominant engines of American foreign policies.  
While more than a million Muslim innocents have died since our crusaders invaded the Middle East, the owners, executives, commercial mass-media executives, and the Congressional racketeers of the Corporate-Military-Industrial-Mass-Media-University Complex have become multi-millionaires, billionaires and famous celebrities floating through life on a dark cloud of profits swindled from the living and borrowed (twelve trillion dollars and rising) from foreign nations and American generations not yet born. 
