Psychology of Supernatural Salvation-Crusading in Our Imperialist Wars
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    White American evangelicals by 87 percent supported the decision to invade Iraq. Some leaders, like Rev. Franklin Graham, claimed the invasion would create exciting new prospects for proselytizing Muslims. (1) Tim Lahaye hailed the invasion as “a focal point in end-time events.” In 2004, Rev. Jerry Falwell wrote “God is pro-war.”

    This essay uses the theoretical works of many psychoanalytic cultural anthropologists and diagnostic critics of our “spiritualized” foreign policies to suggest deep emotional connections between the repressed but haunting horror of inescapable personal “death” and the obsessive-compulsive “redemption reassurance” found in the recent global military campaigns of America’s salvation-seekers. It examines their self-righteous missions to evangelize and Americanize the world. It connects Christian Chauvinist morality-theology with our self-anointed role as God’s Global Police Force. It suggests emotionally compelling religious causes for some of our most dangerous and regrettable imperialist adventures since 1953, when, for example, the CIA conspired shortsightedly to install and control Shah Reza Pahlevi as America’s brutal puppet-ruler of oil-rich Iran (for 25 years,1954-1979). The humiliations caused by that re-colonization policy provoked the many explosive Islamic-fascist retaliations that we are tangled in today.
     The essay also connects the increasingly popular evangelical End-Time biblical prophesy-fantasies of excited and impatient eternal-life pretenders with their heavily funded Christian-American/Israeli-Zionist programs designed to hasten the outbreak of Armageddon and the long-awaited biblical promise of Rapture to eternal life. (2) It also links Christian America’s traditional (high hubris) “chosen nation” propaganda-belief with its imperialist military and
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 political control of the Muslim Middle East. (3) 
    The psychological phenomena analyzed are: invidious separation of “chosen” and “not chosen” peoples, Manichean “displacement projection” of all inner “evil motives” onto strategically selected non-Christian scapegoat-target groups; disguised political use of biblical intimidation-terrorism; “spiking up” of  neurotic and apocalyptic “redemption-purification” obsessions; “transference” of eternal personal glorification fantasies onto sacrosanct national, military and religious-groups; and retardation of the maturation of “critical thinking” and intellectual development processes (cultural neoteny). (4)
    Because salvation-seekers fear most that their almighty supernatural Redeemer may be only imaginary, they crave sensational reassurance. They love heroic, sacrificial, and testimonial demonstrations and celebrations of their Redeemer’s almighty power. Their yearning for ultimate victory over the fatality of “earthly mortality” is emotionally supported by His holy wars and His resurrection of their own courageous martyrs and loyal supporters. They love dramatic artillery salutes and the deep rumble of church organs.
    Because each “chosen group” pretends to have its own divinely guaranteed exclusive monopoly on miraculous eternal patrimonial identity, major monotheistic salvation religions naturally evolve into rivalrous, ultra-competitive, millennial war-machines, however camouflaged they are by promises of “love,” “compassion,” and “forgiveness.”  Each group believes that it has the ultimate exclusive victory-privilege that the God-forsaken “left-behinds” will never possess. Because the “stakes” of salvation groups are the highest humanly imaginable (eternal bliss vs. tortures), it should not be surprising that the most protracted military conflicts have been and still are “testamentary” holy wars.    The mass-slaughters of unnecessary symbolic
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crusades like our fifteen-year Vietnam debacle frequently go on long after their failures have become very apparent to critical minds.  Modern charismatic totalitarian ideologies like Islam, Christianity, Stalinism and Maoism generate and sustain mass-mentality serial ideology-wars and heavy intimidation of free speech because they are based on powerfully desperate wishful  delusions that are so objectively fragile and prevaricated that they cannot withstand sustained public criticism from well-informed and articulate opposition. De-programming millions of hyped up true “make-believers” away from their obsessive glory-campaigns requires much realistic psycho-analytic awareness and much thankless altruistic courage. 
    Fueling the tenacious fervor of military campaigns, there is always a long and deeply imprinted subconscious cultural history of collective religious struggle for victory over “death.” The lust for redemption from mortality remains emotionally strong inside both victors and vanquished. (5) When ethnic groups who are emotionally addicted to testamentary wars recover from one disaster, they often yearn sub-consciously for another exciting chance to vindicate their romantic ideologies, utopian dreams, or underlying eternal salvation-cravings. Nationalist, fascist and communist crusaders believe and behave in many analogous ways to previous generations of religious evangelists because victory over personal death is such a deep and powerful species-specific fantasy that it tends to be “sublimated” into many cultural, social and political forms (6). Mein Kampf (My Struggle) is really always “our” struggle (7). The specific charismatic leaders who are blamed for massive enthusiasm-disasters are usually just doing what their tens of millions of grand-spectacle audience-directors are begging them to do, that is, to rekindle their great romantic redemptive exhilaration, their lust for victory over “death.”  After they recover from their devastation, they are “ready for their boot-heels to go wandering.” They yearn to “get
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high” on a righteous campaign for glory. The cyclical generational tragedy kicks in, and Protestants are singing “If God be with us who can be against us?!” Maoists, Bathists, jihadists are again chanting, “A people united can never be defeated!!” (8) 
     Because leaders of organized supernatural religions encourage their emotionally trapped inmates to be anti-intellectual, anti-scientific, and fearful of critical-analytical thinking, the propagandized citizens frequently elect leaders who best dramatize their own mass-ignorance. In this age of rapid global overpopulation, hyper-accelerated democratization, widespread eco-system degradation and nuclear proliferation, we have a survival imperative to understand the disguised emotional causes of chronic war-making.
     Because this essay offers a psychological etiology of the dishonest and reckless course of our government’s open-ended holy war against “evil” in the Middle East, it is both an indictment-selected historic narrative of the most relevant recent examples of blindly spiritualized US imperialism and a social psychology of its narcissistic and insensitive Christian Chauvinism. As an updating of the traditional theme-song of America’s Divine Manifest Destiny, the essay analyzes the global terrorist game of  playing anointed Good Guys in the apocalyptic, 60,000-nuclear-weapons race with the USSR; the Doomsday strategies and psycho-tactics of our global Christian Crusade Against (Atheist) Communism; and the moralistic “cover propaganda” used to grease-up US military control of the Mid-East half of the world’s rapidly dwindling oil reserves for decades prior to and thousands of casualties since the retaliations of  9/11/01. 
    In the 2004 presidential election campaign voters were repeatedly shown old TV reruns of John Kerry telling Congress about the many atrocities of our Vietnam disaster. This infuriated many Christian vigilante-voters. In the “hates” and minds of millions of citizens who always
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support their government during its salvation-based morality-wars, Kerry committed both treason and blasphemy by embarrassing veterans of our sacrosanct armed forces. He was media-bombarded as a “traitor” and defeated by more than three million votes. He learned that our spiteful Christian vigilantes actually believe that their warriors are “angels in armor.” Fantasy immortality comes with guiltless victory. 
    In 1898, when President McKinley hijacked the Spanish Empire, he claimed that God advised him to civilize and Christianize the Filipinos. In three genocidal years 220,000 of the natives had died. Most of our foreign wars have been “sanctified” to demonstrate and vindicate the traditional delusion that Christian America was anointed to ferret out evil around the world, and triumph innocently and gloriously over injustices and “death.”
    With Old Glory blowing in the wind and “God bless America,” drowning out wise voices of dissent, imperialistic immortality-crusaders usually want to see no ethical shades of gray, no overlap of good and evil coming through their psycho-myopic lenses.  In our nation’s many remote offensive wars faith-based patriots have seen their armed forces only as liberators, protectors, peacemakers, or altruistic arbitrators. Even our “liberals” naively assume or publicly pretend that our government did not invade Iraq fully intending to permanently occupy that nation and exploit its virgin oil reserves.  
    The unexamined presumption of our own innocence in wars may be a Christian habit that flows naturally from the tendency of crusaders in general to block out any psychological self-insight by which they could recognize that what they believe about Heaven and Hell, God and the Devil is a “displacement-projection” of their own omnipotence fantasy-desires and their own wrathful scapegoating of the evil ones. Their projection of an eternal burning of non-
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Christians “over and over” is a desire propagated by Christians who foolishly pretend that the real pyromaniac sadists are Satan and God! Redemption “revelations” are human fantasies projected onto mythical characters. Eternal torture is what Christians and Muslims subconsciously want to have done to skeptics who cast doubt on their supernatural resurrection-dramas. Like the rest of us, religionists always write and direct their own emotional fantasy-scripts. But, they never are allowed to admit any responsibility for promoting their own sadistic holocaustic terrorism and disguising it as messages from God. 
    This essay attempts to show how the psychological habit of displacing their own guilt onto others prevents US salvationists from understanding the real reasons why Muslim “terrorists” have been attacking us. We caused the “war on terror” by building many dozens of permanent military bases in the Islamic Middle East. During the past 50 years, we have gained control of most of the dictatorships that suppress the enraged populations of that re-colonized area, (9)     
     Psychoanalytic cultural anthropologists have long believed that the most powerful fantasy aspects of human cultures evolved as ritualized group-ways of pacifying the terrifying feelings of unavoidable vulnerability to personal annihilation by violence, sickness or old age. (10) The most fully developed presentations of the chronic-traumatic death-horror syndrome were published by Professor Ernest Becker in his Denial of Death (1973, 1997) and Escape From Evil (1975). From religious works, cultural anthropology, history, psychoanalysis and many related fields he assembled massive and persuasive scholarly evidence to support the theory that the almighty terror of inevitable personal obliteration has produced the most powerfully collectivized emotions of every culture.  He also claimed that throughout history, the massive violent revolutions, crusades, and sanctified empires that were made to achieve redemptive
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justice, eternal utopias, global civilization or victory over “death” usually created greater destruction and evils with new desperately delusional escapes from death-anxiety. He even tried to explain why these behavior patterns may be getting worse in modern times. While Becker was briefly a “shock and awe” Pulitzer winner for a few elite intellectuals, he was not appreciated in American Christian communities, where powerfully institutionalized and fiercely defended supernatural fantasies are sheltered and protected from psychoanalytic exposure. Yet, in the three decades since Becker died, those fundamentalists who offer simple and immanent personal salvation, to the neglect of other religious concerns, have expanded massively while other denominations declined.  
    Some experts have speculated that members of primitive tribal societies may have suffered less than “modern mortals” from personal “obliteration-anxiety” because pre-civilized communal groups lived in a smoothly continuous flow of ceremonies by which all their “souls” were believed to be magically recycled through spirit-pools of ancestors, totem animals and newborn children. That speculation may be antiquarian because around 588 BCE a perfect paradigm for sublimating “mortality-anxiety” was invented.  
      During an age of massive armies and colossal Persian empires (from India to Libya),  a world-conquering propaganda-religion, Zoroastrianism, began the long process of replacing local/tribal soul-recycling with a “glorious personal immortality” granted by an almighty cosmic emperor, Ahura Mazda, later known as Yahweh, God or Allah. (11) His imperialist priests revealed to Iranian kings and emperors that the meaning and purpose of human “earth-life” was an epic-historic war of “good” against “evil.” At the end-time Judgment Day, those who had crusaded for “converts” to His great struggle would be raised from death to eternal personal lives
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in Paradise, while His enemies would be condemned to the eternal tortures of Hell (12). Winning God’s wars and “converting” the maximum numbers of souls before the “end of time” became the hyper-active, civilized evangelical way of triumphing over the acute-chronic death-horror endemic to all human consciousness. The highest virtues and values of efficient militarism (unquestioning permanent patriarchal loyalty, zero disobedience-tolerance, heroism-exaltation, glorious self-sacrifice, blind collective certainty, and legendary triumphalism) became the dominant operational emotions and ideals of great evangelical global religions. 
   Worshipping, obeying, fighting and dying for the Lord whose omnipotence would raise the “chosen” dead to a life of everlasting purified bliss was such an unbeatable motivation-ideology that “latter day” imperialist Christians and Muslims, like Constantine, Mohammad, Pope Urban II and their successors, developed the complete Iranian salvation-archosis so efficiently that, by modern times, their warriors conquered, humbled and “converted” most of humanity. For monotheists “earth-life” without the reward of personal immortality became despised, and all false salvation-cultures were brutally scapegoated as “evil” corruptions of the (obsessive) obedience-purification life-ways demanded by God/Allah.  Most members of our prosthetic-armed killer-ape species became permanently emotionally “hooked” and twisted on the simple-minded Orwellian “double-think” terrorist anomaly whereby “freedom” to choose meant either “convert” or be eternally tortured in Hell. The deep inner hatred of inevitable personal death became permanent pyromaniac “displacement-projection” of all their inner fears, weaknesses and hatreds onto external satanic “scapegoat peoples.” Those not “chosen” for Heaven were splattered with psycho-napalm so the salvation-seekers could feel that they were purging themselves of all evil and feeling proudly like they were unquestionably the group truly destined
Page 9.

for blissful everlasting life with the Cosmic Father. 

    In the millennial history of the anarchic “natural selection” of competing cultures, the highly efficient “cosmic central-command” psycho-system of hyper-motivated militarism annihilated or assimilated local primitive poly-centric paganisms, just as its sycophant imperial Persian priests originally designed it to do. Rulers, ruler-classes, ruler-nations, and ruler-religions perfected this high stakes mass-psychology of wrathful holy terror and glorious personal divinity-fantasy to proclaim their divine anointment, to eliminate all critics and rivals, and to conquer and maintain far-flung, sacred salvation-confirming “chosen empires.”  When Christian and Islamic versions of this totalitarian emotional-organization system splintered into jealous, mutually-exclusive, rival immortality-imitators, each “chosen” group competed for demonstrable primacy in purity-piety salvation-dominance. So, even today there is much violent rivalry centered on launch- pads to Heaven like Jerusalem and Mecca. And Arabs still quote Mohammad’s famous saying, “A martyr in Baghdad equals seventy (martyrs) anywhere else.”  
                            Judaic Transmission of Monotheist Militarism
    Our millennial cultural heritage of “monotheist militarism” was not brought to the West or to Muslims directly through Persian scriptures. We know about “military Mazdaism” mainly through Jewish sources (13). It appears in the Old Testament and the Revelations of St. John. Many historians of early monotheism are convinced that during the mid 6th century BCE, after the Jewish intellectuals held captive in Babylon were liberated (538 BCE) and befriended by Persian emperors and scholars, a blending of Judaism and Zoroastrianism took place. However, the most extreme apocalyptic varieties of Jewish (and Christian) fundamentalism emerged only
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later in the holocaustic period of the Roman devastations of Palestine (14).  Most contemporary experts seem to consider the marauding “serial genocide” narratives of the Old Testament to be pseudo-historical Judaic “wishful revenge fantasies” and “tribal identity-myths” of Semitic groups that were dominated for centuries by many devastating imperial occupations of the Near East area (15). In a deeper psychoanalytic vein, a desperate mass-yearning for a Redeemer from the extreme tortures of chronic wars, enslavements, mass crucifixions and humiliations in the ancient Near East seems psycho-pathogenic enough as to require no empirical intervention from the heavens. 

    While the sacred historic “inspiration-literature” for the “monotheist militarism” of latter day Christian and Muslim “crusading” came from the Old Testament, the Jews may never have attained very extensive military power themselves. In contemporary western nations they have assimilated into secular societies and kept their religion safely locked in its separatist non-crusading “ethnic identity” box.  The territorial seizures of modern Israel have not been globally evangelical like those of Christians and Muslims. What makes them a potential “fuse” for holocaustic-nuclear war is the heavy financing and encouragement of Kookist types of Zionism by apocalyptic evangelical Americans producing the likely defensive-reactive use of weapons of mass-destruction by angry Muslim militants and emerging nuclear Islamic republics like Pakistan and Iran (16). 
     Because of religious insanity, the nation of Israel is situated in such a vulnerable scapegoat-location and is surrounded by so many accelerating eruptions of suicidal Islamic scapegoat-hatreds that it seems, sadly, most likely to be the first totally annihilated casualty in the next holy war of mass destruction. Desperate delusions create tragically fatal blindness. It seems very
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unlikely that the large imperialist powers could protect Israel if and when a self-fulfilling evangelical Armageddon actually happens.
                      The Dangers of Scapegoat “Displacement-Projection” 
    Down through the crusading centuries when spiritual purification and charismatic militaristic exhilaration were emotionally welded together, worried salvation-seekers in each terrorized immortality-collective searched desperately for ways to unload, dump and “displace” their own “dirty” inner feelings of rebellion (Oedipal/Electra-impulses), sinfulness, dishonesty, gnawing guilt, selfish animal traits, evil thoughts and personal death-clock anguish. Their craving for “purgation” produced a never-ending search for “outhouse” scapegoat target-groups (pagans, heretics, infidels, sinners) onto whom salvation-seekers could massively “project,” excrete or alienate their own inner uncleanness. The most dramatic mass-purgation solution became “morality wars” that provided unlimited emotionally-solidified, socially-sanctioned, self-cleansing opportunities for psycho-displacement of inner irreverence, disobedience-recalcitrance and death-anxieties onto the “obvious” enemies of God/Allah, the “projected” cosmic Obedience-Trainer. 

     Foremost among charismatic, god-like, modern “attitude-cleansers” was the great wrathful evangelist Martin Luther, the father of militant populist Protestant evil-purgation. His favorite gritty outhouse scapegoat-slogan was “Dirt to the Devil and Prayers to God.” His anti-Semitic tirades were more scathing than those of modern Nazis. His strident demands for comprehensive reform of Roman Catholic Churches ignited centuries of widely devastating salvation-competitive religious wars. The infinite-power-worshiping hymns he wrote are still Protestant favorites today; his evangelical crusading still emotionally rules the majority of redemption
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-wrapped Americans.   

    Americans added their own imperial battle hymns and “Onward Christian Soldier” motivators as they expanded their military power from sea to sea and continent to continent. Many puritanical salvation-elite Calvinist groups added a strong emphasis on the theology of God’s “chosen” individuals, churches, and nations to Protestant America’s grandiose delusions of pre-destined world-stewardship and eternal rewards. Life-long anxiety about their predestined salvation-status, either with God’s “elect” or the eternally damned, drove Protestants to become so compulsively industrious and competitive about “success” in their personal career “callings” from God that, by the twentieth century, they owned most of the world’s wealth and military power (17). 

     America’s longest mass-purgation scapegoat-crusade was our 15-year war to control Southeast Asia. A typically bi-partisan Cold War government, with no congressional protest, with blessings from preachers and cardinals, with thousands of high-flying B-52 missions, unloaded more total explosive bomb tonnage on millions of innocent, anti-colonial, rice-farming Vietnamese than had previously been dropped by all nations in all wars combined! This symbolic machismo-war began when liberal Democrats behind Kennedy and Johnson went “all out” to prove that their “creeping socialist” party was not sissy-pinko-soft on the “evil” Communists (as Republicans had frequently claimed). The long toughness-demonstration ended when God’s global governors flew back to their homeland with no apology, no explanation, and, as we now can see in Iraq, no lesson learned about the perils of fantasy-based imperialism. As had happened also in our earlier wars against Indians, Mexicans, and Filipinos, throughout this dishonest, intelligence-faked, and disastrous crusade the Christian majority of the US population
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never opposed their government. Their deep emotional marriage to their Redeemer kept the vast majority of “God’s children” piously obedient to what St. Paul called “the powers that be, ordained by God.” Their promised Biblical reward for remaining the “silent majority” was “immortality” instead of “damnation” (Romans, 13).   

     Our current “born-again” president, G.W. Bush, seems wedded to the belief that dramatic affirmation, reassurance and vindication for our earth-stewardship and the eternal heavenly lives of most Americans is at stake in the outcome of every sacred military crusade we are “called” by God to initiate. His good-old-boy Texan-predecessor, Lyndon Johnson, may have had a glimmer of that spiritual connection when he likened his long Vietnam War to a challenge to “bring the coon-skin home and hang it on the wall.” He sensed that all wars are salvationary, at least for providing Holy Grail trophies, relics and martyrabilia that symbolize personal and group-triumph over the hated mortality of what the Mormons call “earth-life.” 
     This essay tries to explain how our recent 50-year string of global dominance-demonstrations may have been driven by something emotionally deeper than pragmatic economic and military considerations. It may have been triggered by a nuclear annihilation “spike” in the death-horror and salvation-obsessed emotions of post-Hiroshima, Armageddon Age American Christians. During the past half-century, we have been so abundantly productive, commercially sophisticated, financially networked, massively-armed and diplomatically skilled that we could have purchased, financed or finessed whatever we needed from all other governments and peoples of the world, including Communists. That was Nixon’s belief when he established comprehensive “détente” with our greatest enemies. Our crusader governments have not really needed to load many trillions of dollars for Doomsday weapons, star-wars projects and
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unnecessary morality-war debts onto our children and grandchildren, unless, of course, our politicians and preachers were mobilizing their highly profitable political “flocks” by staging the extravagant emotional fantasy game of vindicating America’s exalted salvation-status before worshipful domestic Christian voters and terrified global audiences.

     Our current Great Redemption Revival began during the nervous mushroom-clouded early decades of the nuclear Armageddon race when millions of our worried wayward citizens flocked back into their houses of worship, into colossal spiritualized sports stadiums and mega-churches that seated many thousands who believed falsely that safety and truth lay in “numbers.” Psycho-historians agree that, “When people are frightened they cling more tightly to false certainties.”(18) After WW II, the USA could have established peaceful, safe and friendly relations with almost every war-ravaged communist government in the world. But, this sane policy was not adopted. Instead, all our major national leaders except Henry Wallace and Nixon chose to promote the hateful Cold War as a “better-dead-than-red,” high-noon showdown against far weaker, but “diabolical” rivals. Starring in the crusade-director role of Pope Urban II, Secretary of State John F. Dulles heightened global alarm when he announced that our most effective strategy included going to “the brink” of nuclear war. Every presidential administration from 1948 onwards announced that we “reserved the right” to again be the first to use atomic bombs. Nationwide A-bomb drills and underground-shelter-building campaigns added to the tensions. One administration deliberately leaked the fact that our forces in Europe had no fall-back plan for conventional war. Any break-through of their defenses would automatically trigger a “massive retaliation” nuclear attack on the USSR.

     Super crusaders like Billy Graham preached to tens of millions of frightened citizens across
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the nation. With a resonant voice and smooth confidence of a Savior, the preacher offered psychotic blessed assurance: “Let the atomic bombs fall. When you turn your life over to Jesus, all your worries are over.” Our presidents all loved this god-like nuclear-terror team-player, and not one of them ever considered making a “prevent Armageddon” friendship visit to Moscow or Beijing until 1972 when Quaker-raised Nixon went to both cities to establish dozens of cooperative trade and arms-control policies leading us away from Doomsday. But, after a brief, 3-year, sanity-and-survival “détente,” the professional Manichean Cold Warriors returned to the more popular provocative-apocalyptic, “go ahead, make my Doomsday,” “ash heap of history” style of US leadership. Generals in the Pentagon’s High Frontier space-war program boasted publicly that we could easily win a nuclear war with the USSR. Even today, as the USA plunges deeper into a great unnecessary and unpredictable holy war with defensive-explosive Islamic fascists, videos of Billy Graham’s old atom-bomb sermons are now being rebroadcast often on global satellite End-time evangelical Christian TV networks. The warped mentality of terrorist evangelism, where choosing “freely” not to be one of those who will be burned over and over forever, is now more popular than ever.

      The most rapidly expanding Christian group, the Pentecostals, began recruiting just a hundred years ago. They now claim more than 30 million USA members and 530 million members globally. (19) They are focused on their distinctive and defining obsession, their specially anointed Pentecost mission: “The heathen must first receive the Gospel” before Christ will return to take his faithful children back home to Heaven. They have been powerfully motivated by the emotional belief that Christ will return sooner if their recruitment missions are more successful. (20)
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    Most fundamentalists exemplify the social and psychological aspects of what cultural anthropologists call “maturation neoteny,” that is, retention of infantile and adolescent emotional traits throughout the adult stages of life. (21) They want to be “God’s children” more than anything else. They crave omnipotent patriarchal protection from life and death on earth. They cloister themselves and their families away from modern science and critical thinking. They are strongly conditioned to trust and obey exalted governmental and supernatural authority. In our dangerous age of global holy wars, proliferation of nuclear weapons and massive degradation of our global biosphere, it is very frightening to realize that our militaristic government is democratically elected by many millions of these emotionally and intellectually retarded people. They control every branch of our federal government and hundreds of school boards in Middle America. They have heavily sponsored bills in Congress to make it legal for tax-exempt churches to become political campaign centers. They actively evangelize in all branches of the armed services. In recent years, they almost succeeded in converting the US Air Force Academy in Colorado into an evangelical seminary. (22) 
    While all that was happening, like the famous Sherlock Holmes clue-dog, our tens of millions of highly-educated publicly prominent and influential closet-atheist liberals never barked. They never asked their Christian friends if they really wanted to see all skeptics burned forever. That was always thought to be too much of an honest cultural “coming out” for the stealthy liberal opposition party.  They rarely if ever watched the many apocalyptic End-time global salvation TV networks; and, paralyzed by fears of being discovered as “un-religious,” they avoided facing the many signs that the “make-believer” crusaders were winning over the majority of the nation and finally going after the whole world “with 50mm guns ablazin’.”
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    Our liberals are still far from publicly admitting that, in this time of deepening Middle East holy war, the apocalyptic biblical-terrorism “projected” nightly onto our big national  psycho-screen of God-Devil-Heaven-Hell is transparently very similar to pre-holocaust scapegoat projection-desires that quickly became genocidal realities when Hitler, the most wildly popular god-man in all of Christian German history, was given the almighty crematory powers that millions of frustrated holy-nation, “Gott Mit Uns,” ethnic-purification crusaders had yearned for generations to see actualized. Ironically, in the Orwellian reverse-meaning terminology of warped Christianity, the genocidal Nazi period has since been inappropriately called the Unheilige Jahre (Unholy Years). Before their holocaust, Christian Germans passed many racist hate-laws, but had no idea of “hate-crimes.” Their favorite banner slogan “Macht Deutschland vom Marxismus Frei!” had a well understood “final solution” sub-text, “Make the world free of Jews!”
     The current US propaganda and military campaign to bring “free speech” to the whole world is hypocritical because freedom to publicly criticize basic mainstream supernatural religious beliefs has never been tolerated in the USA, especially because they were always powerfully combined with nation-sanctification and redemption-crusading. You can criticize religion in public if you want to sacrifice or seriously damage your career. Your job personnel file in the administration building may be filled with Christian hate-letters and your phone-recorder may play back Christian violence-threats. The dangerous myths that biblical terrorism is harmless and that religion exists in a separate reality from our government and its foreign policies have been perpetuated by every silenced citizen who is afraid of being labeled or punished for being disrespectful of religious beliefs. 
Page 18. 

    Prissy and polite philosophical discussions of religion have been permitted in the safe confines of university philosophy departments, and criticism of religion exists in a few low circulation “free thought” magazines. But these tributary areas of free speech do not reach the masses and have not protected us from dangerous global salvation-imperialism when almost all wars are emotionally religious and every major religious group has its own nuclear weapons. 

    The majority of US fundamentalist Christians do not read “reality writings” in fields like social psychology, evolution sciences, world imperialism, and religion-criticism. Millions have been clerically conditioned to believe the falsehood that the staff-members of the New York Times, the ACLU and CNN are unpatriotic professional America-bashers. Consequently, the closed-minded, “God’s children” voter-majority is not aware that the USA already has a military presence in 120 of the 189 member states of the United Nations. (23) They also do not know that, for 15 years, our government has been establishing large US army bases, air bases, naval stations, command centers, espionage facilities, detailed invasion plans, military access-agreements and other installations  necessary to take immediate control of the Persian Gulf petroleum industry if that should suddenly serve American interests (24). Our huge military bases in and around sacred Saudi Arabia explain why 15 of the 19 suicidal 9/11 hijackers were Saudis and two were from UAEmirates, next to Saudi Arabia. God’s children do not know that their Vice President’s former employer, Halliburton Corporation, has contracts to build 14 permanent military bases in Iraq alone. (25) Unaware that our military expansionism caused the current war with Muslims, the narrow-minded US Christian majority still has the childish belief that we were attacked on 9/11 only because the terrorists are “evil.”
     Americans have forgotten that citizen-violence against an occupying foreign army was how
Page 19.

the USA was founded in 1776. Homeland defense is a natural human instinct. In the 13 American colonies territorial defenders committed hundreds of violent terrorist acts against the professional occupying foreign armies and mercenaries of the sanctified British Empire, against British merchants, officials and their American Tory collaborators, those loyal to the Redcoats.  Muslims consider any nation mostly inhabited by Muslims to be part of their spiritual homeland. When the Soviet Red Army occupied Afghanistan we gave massive military support to early versions of al-Qaeda. Myopic religious imperialism blinds Christian Americans to the obvious fact that we are now the invaders.    
    What President Bush repeatedly has called his “crusade” to bring free elections to the Muslim world is deliberately disingenuous, misleading and hypocritical because honest professional political scientists and even some of our many friendly Muslim dictators privately claim that “real democracy” in western Muslim nations would quickly enable violently anti-American Muslim-Republic militants to vote their leaders into power replacing all the dictators now controlled by the USA. This already happened in Algeria, Iran and Palestine. The US Christian voter-majority wants to be “kept in the dark” about the many major dishonesties of our government because they are powerfully conditioned and fantasy-faith-pressured to trust, believe and obey exalted holy authority, especially when God’s children have elected the government themselves. The mass media perpetuates this situation by excluding radical critics from their programming. The religious conservatives and liberal moderates debate about how to win what is an immoral imperialist war. The top university researcher on suicide-bombers discovered that 90% of the hundreds of cases he studied around the globe from 1980-2005 were cases where the suicide-martyrs were fighting against foreign military occupation of sacred territories. (26)
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     The USA has become the real almighty God of the World, and its Great Satan. To boost its image of invulnerability, it has been building a whole new generation of previously-banned, bunker-busting tactical nuclear weapons, which Israeli planes may be fitted to use. Our government has also stimulated several new nuclear arms races by its threatening attitudes and lack of respect for other peoples around the globe. One typical example of our self-defeating tutelary insensitivity to foreigners is the fact that our government has still not provided top-caliber weapons, body armor, or vehicle-armor for the Iraqi military and police that our pious, faithful, gullible Christian-majority has long been told will bring peace to Iraq (27). For that reason the job-desperate Iraqi military and police personnel usually stand duty without protection, are generally packed into very light, porous pickup trucks and have long been the main casualties, the show-piece propaganda ducks in Iraq’s US-occupied shooting gallery. Need we wonder why most opinion polls show that the majority of Iraq’s citizens want the USA to end the occupation of their nation.  

      Crusaders do sometimes wise up. From 1986-1991 a very smart generation of non-religious, crusade-exhausted, Pershing-Missile-terrified Soviet leaders suddenly called an end the big holocaustic global-dominance game, abolished their own empire, and abandoned their true-believer brand of socialism.  They remembered sanely that 25 million of their citizens were killed and several times that number were wounded or permanently traumatized by the Nazi-fascist crusader-holocaust. But since then, our slow-learner Christian government has publicly announced that its highest military priority is to prevent any new power-rival, like China or Islam, “ever again” to challenge the permanent global supremacy of the USA (28).
     Now it appears that Iran will soon become the second major Muslim power to have nuclear
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weapons. Americans have forgotten, but Iranians remember that we overthrew their democratically supported anti-colonial president Mohammed Mossadegh to prevent him from “nationalizing” Iran’s giant oil industry. With CIA advisors and trainers in all the federal power institutions, the puppet Shah we installed accelerated the westernizing of many wealthy and middle-class Iranians, jailed and tortured thousands of religious, nationalist, and communist critics, “secured” Iran’s  petroleum for US, British and French corporations, and purchased for Iran more high-powered American weapons than the Persian Gulf area had ever seen.
     The burning humiliations of Muslims generated by this short-sighted and insensitive re-colonization project provoked the great fury of the Islamic Revolution that has raged in the Middle East since the Ayatollah Khomeini inspired angry Muslims to drive the USA out of their religious territories.  Many subsequent US military interventions in Muslim nations and the steady biblically-sanctified expansion of US-backed “chosen nation” Zionist territorial seizures and settlements in parts of Palestine, Syria and Lebanon further inflamed defensive Islamic retaliations into something like the vicious vengeful infernos prophesied in ancient scripture-terrorisms. Only by the supreme delusions of religion could Jews believe that they would be safe in Palestine, the worst possible place in the world to build their Jewish homeland.  The most recent angry threat that Israel “should be wiped off the map” just came from Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the newly elected popular president of nuclear-bound Iran (29). For centuries Muslims claimed that Jews were descended from dogs and monkeys. Christians believed that Native Americans were the Devil’s people.
    In the US book-publishing industry, the best selling and most popular works have been on the theme of those who will soon be “left behind” to be tortured in a hell on earth versus those
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Christians who are “beamed up” as eternally pure-in-body-and-soul.  Muslim warriors were taught for centuries that Allah gives highest paradise rewards to jihad martyrs. Likewise, many charlatan Christian preachers still tell their emotionally captive audiences that God judges us on our ability to overcome enemies and adversities.

     Our cautious liberals may eventually be able to maneuver us out of Iraq after tens of thousands more combatants and civilians are maimed or killed. But, new testamentary foreign wars loom as opportunities on the horizon, especially in the Muslim Middle East. The liberals who do not like unnecessary wars can only escape from their self-defeating fear of Christian crusaders by “coming out” and aggressively educating open-minded citizens to understand and expose the many authoritarian, imperialist and totalitarian aspects of mainstream Christianity. If and when millions of US closet-agnostics do finally “come out” bravely and join the political culture-war as aggressive public critics of religion, many may lose votes, promotions, and jobs for a while, but they will be educating a new enlightened and sensitive American majority that will avoid enraging non-Christians around the globe. 
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