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Death of individual human organisms evolved because it prevented ”species" of living things from becoming extinct because of lack of new, environment-adapting, genetic variations, new behaviors, new competitive survival advantages. (Bio 101, even in Kansas).
 

Our organism's cells die by the millions every week.
 

Likewise, death of individuals kept human groups and our species from extinction.
It is not part of the "evolved nature" of humans to live only (or even primarily) each individual "for himself" or "for herself."
Beginning several million years ago, we were evolved by the natural reality of "elimination-avoidance" to learn from our elders how to help our groups or "societies" to survive in a very challenging world where we adapted successfully through the difficult transition from arboreal herbivores to physically very ill-equipped terrestrial predators.

In that process "hunting, gathering and dying for the group" became the essential skills and life-cycle patterns that prevented our genealogical extinction from happening in any generation.   

 

The predominant "self-centered" culture that our nation celebrates today and is spreading world-wide as a mass-cultural pandemic is a very recent experiment in cultural history. It basically resulted from the great and superfluous abundance produced by the industrial revolution and the inclination of parents or governments to provide unlimited freedom and consumption for ever larger generations of largely self-centered individuals.
 

The date this culture-trend lifted off into the air was when, in 1963, folksy Bob Dylan suddenly stopped singing socialistic "folk songs" at the annual Newport Folk Music Festival and began singing songs that gave a powerful revolutionary spirit to the emotions of the "me-generation." 
When the Newport audiences kept calling for more Dylan,
the normally cool and relaxed socialist balladeer Pete Seeger paced nervously around the stage trying to get Dylan off the music-pulpit. A succession of Dylan's big hit manifestos rang out, "Your sons and your daughters are beyond your command, for the times they are a changing."  
Pete, and perhaps, Ernest Becker first "denied" then had to face the fact that the unselfish class struggle "would soon be past," and the uncontained, unrestrained and unobligated "me generation" child of the "affluent society" would reign supreme for the indefinite future.  
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When Ernest Becker was consolidating his “mortality-reaction” theories for his magnum books in the decade of "escape" from our Vietnam genocide, he may have focused mainly on how the new "age of affluence" "individual" bio-victim reacted to mortality-horror and our nation's crusading drift into ideological mass murder and species suicide.
But most liberal intellectuals of Becker's generation cherished the great freedoms and explosive theoretical creativity of their time so much that they may have gone into "denial" of the reality that, even after the lesson of Vietnam, most Americans were still into Rock-of-Ages, traditional cultures of “fear of freedom” and "escape from freedom." 
Middle America's death-escape, mortality-defense "meaning in life" was still ritually wrapped in prayers for the dead, "hero memorials" and old photos of long lost men in uniform. 

 

A millennial hero-morbidity fixation was the main cultural theme of our past before the Ayn Rands, Milton Friedmans and Dylans of the post-fascist decades hyper-legitimized self-centered culture. 
 

But, since the 1970's pleasure-sacrificing work for the larger human missions of the family, group, class, nation, environment or humanity may be reviving as the strongest theme in "human nature." 
If every individual cares not much for the eco-system or the survival of humanity, and every nation or every profiteering political-industrial complex cares only for how it can exploit other nations or its own politically naive and vulnerable workers and voters, 
if every political business-power-elite knows that keeping its exploited citizens in constant fear of spying, war and terror works indefinitely with new and clever variations, evasions, and disguises, 
then the culture of self-centeredness will probably destroy society, nation, environment and homo sapiens. 
Iraq and Afghanistan are already covered with tons of U-238 depleted uranium dust which has long been used to make our millions of bomb, missile, and artillery shells harder and more penetrating. 
Monster radiation-deformed babies are already widespread in Iraq, and U-238 has a half-life of 4 billion years.
 

Natural individual mortality is not a problem compared to the species extinction that will come if we keep promoting nuclear weapons races, such as we did by helping A.Q. Khan build and spread Pakistan’s nuclear weapons program. 
Plain old natural personal death is healthy for the species. 
But life’s history is filled with species and civilizations that destroyed their environments and themselves.
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Surviving "human nature" is to live for the survival of the species, not for just the individual. 
So where is the problem with individual mortality? 
There is none if we accept and act "religiously" on promoting "species-survival" as the real foundation of the "meaningful" "nature"of homo sapiens, the real god of humanity, especially in this terrifying time when crusading fundamentalists make continuous wars for the End-Time of their make-believe gods.  

