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These two emotionally generated action-phenomena were chosen by Ernest Becker as most significant human problems in the end-time intellectual years (1964-1974) of his brief natural existence. 

They seem to have been proclaimed then to be his EUREKA answer to William James’ dismissal of naïve “healthy-mindedness” as a legitimate foundational philosophy (“Escape from Evil,” pp. xviii). James had urged more attention to human evils coming from deep inside us.
But since the shrill Cassandresque warnings of Becker’s “Denial and Death” and Escape from Evil,” too few of us seem openly and loudly concerned that the worm in the core of the human apple has grown grossly obese.

Those of us who want to extend Becker’s analytical insights greatly beyond just helping ourselves and others one-person-at-a-time, as in the therapeutic professions, may easily and meaningfully diagnose the seemingly endlessly streaming ways that our own social and political systems are supremely designed to profitably “play off for” and “pay off for” the unchallenged culture-dominant showmanship elites that generate them. 

In our highly sophisticated “incorporated democracy,” understanding “consciously,” or “intuitively” the myriad ways that profit-elite Americans and their helpless prey at home   and around the world are seduced, molded, distracted, and intimidated so deeply and thoroughly that they are too uninformed, insecure and afraid to believe that uncontrolled hyper-competitive, dishonest and hypocritical “operational evils” are the most dynamic phenomena driving social, economic, militaristic, spiritual “systems,” “emotional trends” in domestic and global life as the smoothy-aparachik controller-classes all say routinely, “we are going forward.”

People in general cover up their fears of their own insignificant personal death anxieties by regressing to the childish emotional stages of fantasia and by repressing any personal responsibilities for our own American holocaustic devastation of the eco-system and the steady escalation of permanently genocidal, hopelessly un-winnable globally bankrupting wars. With 5% of the world’s population, we burn 25% of its non-renewable energy every year.
People firmly do not want to face or hear about the realities that our top federal government officials of both-co-conspirator political parties keep all their war crimes secret as “classified’ information for national defense, homeland security, or necessary “respect” for our sanctified armed forces and sacred institutions, like the now defunct constitutional “separation of powers” and “checks and balances.”
Even the normally most critical and courageous investigative heroes of the fourth estate do not want the facts, explanations and mystery-solving revelations relevant to the actual run-up to the nine-eleven events to be released to the public. They are terrorized by what the facts seem more and more to suggest.
    It is “normal” for most people to cling tightly to official lies and delusions when they are exposed by facts.
However, in our present time, the anti-intellectual, unscientific American majorities are focused on celebrity-news and gossip so ubiquitously that media stars, sports heroes, and government leaders in their daily activities have become like pathological parent-substitutes and care-takers of the infantilized, entertainment-addicted, population.

Many top American evolutionary-psychoanalytic cultural anthropologists and psychologists have called this strong trend of regressing and clinging to vicarious-narcissistic childish emotional attitudes and behaviors “emotional neoteny” generated by chronic stress or social intimidation.
In permanent national official denial of death, the “for profit,” corporate-owned mass-media that 98% of the population is continuously magnetized by are not allowed to show the millions of humiliated, tortured, dismembered, slaughtered, maimed, terrorized, raped, devastated or permanently detained innocent civilian victims of our ever-expanding militaristic drive to control future Islamic central and western Asian energy resources regardless of the costs.. 
Our criminal destruction of their uncounted lives is denied for viewing on our mainstream media as standard operating policy. Instead, the main content of big TV shows is celebrity-gossip, vague sloganeering ceremonies, platitudinous speeches and trivial details of the allegedly “sensational” lives of current and legendary Pantheon of U.S. celebrities. 
As long as the petroleum supply lasts, the whole culture is on flying on track as a fifty-show-a-day world of symbolic distraction and escape.
And very few of us, like Emperor Napoleon’s mother, are loudly gasping, “When will it ever end?” 

